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Angella Charnot-Katsikas, M.D. 
 
Angella Charnot-Katsikas, MD, is an Assistant Professor of Pathology and the Assistant Director of the Clinical 
Microbiology and Immunology Laboratories at the University of Chicago. Her interests include antimicrobial 
resistance, public health, and laboratory quality improvement.   
 
She represents the Antimicrobial Susceptibility Interest Group for the South Central Association for Clinical 
Microbiology (SCACM) and is a member of the task force for Carbapenem Resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE) 
for the state of Illinois. She is an integral member of the Antimicrobial Stewardship team at the University of 
Chicago and has lectured in national and international forums on issues surrounding the laboratory diagnosis 
of antimicrobial resistance. 
 
Steven Cotten, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Steven Cotten is Director of Chemistry, Immunology, Toxicology and Point of Care at the Ohio State 
University Wexner Medical Center.  Dr. Cotten received his PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  He completed his fellowship in Clinical Chemistry in the 
Department Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at UNC Chapel Hill.  Dr. Cotten is a diplomate of the American 
Board of Clinical Chemistry.  His research interests include toxicology, natural product chemistry, and 
operational efficiency metrics for clinical laboratories. 
 
R. Brent Dixon, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Brent Dixon is the chief scientist at PCLS.  He is board certified by the American Board of Bioanalysis and 
the National Registry of Certified Chemists.  He is a fellow of The National Academy of Clinical Biochemists.  He 
conducted postdoctoral research in mass spectrometry at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in Richland, 
Washington.  Dr. Dixon is the secretary for the mass spectrometry and separations sciences division of the 
American Association of Clinical Chemistry.  His interests include novel applications of mass spectrometry for 
laboratory medicine. 
 
Ronald R. Flegel 
 
Ronald R. Flegel became the Director of the Division of Workplace Program in May of 2012. He initially joined 
The Division of Workplace Programs, Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration in 
September of 2004 as the Forensic Toxicologist, following his employment with a nationally recognized 
laboratory, Quest Diagnostics Nichols Institute. As the Technical Scientist, his role included method research, 
development, validation, and regulatory compliance in all aspects of the toxicology operations. In his prior 
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position, he was employed with Quest Diagnostics Incorporated in the Forensic Toxicology Department as 
Shift Manager/ Section Supervisor in a SAMHSA Certified regulated drug testing laboratory.  
 
As a scientist, Mr. Flegel has worked on a variety of projects and written several technical papers that include 
cost effective approaches to substance abuse testing, cost efficient screening methodologies, marketing 
studies for state-of-the-art reagent protocols and instrumental validation procedures.  
 
Mr. Flegel recently testified before the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, Subcommittee on 
Government Operations on the Federal response to marijuana legalization as it pertains to transportation 
policy. He has lectured on numerous occasions for professional organizations on topics such as Prescription 
Drug Abuse, Programs to Deter Drug Use, and Analytical Approaches to Emergency Toxicology. Mr. Flegel’s 
focus has been based on the testing procedures of Forensic Toxicology and Emergency Toxicology and all 
aspects of regulated testing, policy development and certification. 
 
Steven C. Harris, M.D., M.P.H. 
 
Dr. Harris received his B.S. in Chemistry, M.D., and M.P.H. in Health Policy and Administration from the 
University of Illinois. He did his post-graduate training at Barnes/Washington University in St. Louis, the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease, Stanford, and the University of California at San Diego. He 
is board certified in Clinical Pathology and is licensed to practice in Texas. Dr. Harris is a private consultant in 
Clinical Pathology, Pharmacogenomics, Toxicology, and Oncology and serves frequently as an expert witness in 
criminal cases involving drugs, alcohol, sexual abuse and/or trauma.  He is a Clinical Associate Professor of 
Pathology at the University of Illinois.  He retired from the Air Force Reserve as a Lt Colonel in 2005 and from 
his position as Assistant Chief of Staff at VA Chicago Health Care System/West Side Division in 2001. Prior to 
that, he was Chief of Staff at the 900-bed Battle Creek VA Medical Center, where he was responsible for all 
clinical activities and a budget of $40M. Dr. Harris is an active member of the American Association for Clinical 
Chemistry (AACC), having served twice as Chair of the Chicago Section and, for the last three years, in the 
House of Delegates. He is also a member of the Chicago Pathology Society, the College of American 
Pathologists, and the American Society of Clinical Pathologists. Dr. Harris is an experienced healthcare 
administrator and is a Fellow of the Institute of Medicine of Chicago. He has authored or co-authored over 40 
scientific papers. His primary current interest is in moving the science of pharmacogenomics out of the 
research laboratory and into the healthcare delivery system, where it has the potential to help save 100,000 
lives and $100B/year through avoidance of errors in drug selection and dosing. 
 
Doug Jeffery, Ph.D. 
 
Doug Jeffery is a Senior Staff Fellow and Scientific Reviewer at the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), in 
the Center for Diagnostics and Radiological Health (CDRH), and the Office of In Vitro Diagnostics and 
Radiological Health (OIR). Dr. Jeffery has been working at the FDA for two years. Prior to joining the FDA, he 
worked at the Novartis Institutes for Biomedical Research, where he led a team of scientists focused on drug 
target discovery using both discovery and targeted proteomics including the use of mass spectrometry, 
antibody-based methods (ELISA, Flow Cytometry) and DNA aptamers. Dr. Jeffery received a B.S. in Biology 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of California, 
San Francisco. 
 
Ming Jin, Ph.D. 
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Ming Jin, Ph.D. is the Director of Clinical Chemistry at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He received his Ph.D. 
from the City University of New York and completed postgraduate training in Clinical Chemistry at the 
University of Washington and in Clinical Chemistry/Pharmacogenomics at the Medical College of Wisconsin. 
Dr. Jin is a Diplomate of the American Board of Clinical Chemistry, certified in both Clinical Chemistry and 
Molecular Diagnostics. Dr. Jin’s clinical and research interests include liver and metabolic disease.  
 
Patricia M. Jones, Ph.D. 
 
Patricia M Jones, Ph.D., is the Clinical Director of the Chemistry and Metabolic Disease Labs at Children’s 
Medical Center of Dallas, TX, and a Professor of Pathology at UT Southwestern Medical Center. Her PhD is in 
Molecular Biology with a minor in Biochemistry, received from Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX in 1986. 
She did her clinical chemistry training as a Fellow at UT Southwestern Medical Center and was board certified 
in Clinical Chemistry by the American Board of Clinical Chemistry in 1992. 
 
Dr. Jones is on the faculty of the COMACC-accredited Clinical Chemistry Fellowship program and ACGME-
accredited Pediatric Pathology Fellowship and medical genetic fellowship programs at UT Southwestern.  Her 
duties include instructing pathology residents and various fellows in aspects of clinical chemistry and 
metabolic disease testing, and acting as a clinical consultant at the Dallas County hospital (Parkland) and the 
university hospital system. Her research interests lie in the field of inborn errors of metabolism, especially 
disorders of fatty acid metabolism.   
 
Dr. Jones has been an active member of the American Association for Clinical Chemistry (AACC) since 1986, 
serving on numerous committees for that association. She is currently the AACC President. She is also the 
Past-President of the National Academy of Clinical Biochemists (NACB). 
 
Saeed A. Jortani, Ph.D. 
 
Saeed A. Jortani, Ph.D., is the Director of Clinical Chemistry and Toxicology at University of Louisville Hospital.  
He earned his Ph.D. in Clinical and Forensic Toxicology from the Medical College of Virginia. He completed a 
fellowship in Clinical Chemistry, is a Diplomate of the American Board of Clinical Chemistry and is a Fellow of 
the National Academy for Clinical Biochemistry. He was a previous Director of the American Board for Clinical 
Chemistry and previous Commissioner of the Commission on Accreditation in Clinical Chemistry. Dr. Jortani is 
the founder of a rapidly-growing clinical trial organization spun off of the Department of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine: KCTL (kentuckyctl.com). 
 
Nidia Lauzon 
 
Ms. Nidia Lauzon received her bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the Université de Montréal (Montreal, 
Quebec, Canada) in 2013. She joined the laboratory of Prof. Pierre Chaurand as a master’s student in the 
department of chemistry at the Université de Montréal and in 2014, fast-tracked to the Ph.D. program. The 
research interests of the laboratory include the development of methods to improve the specificity and 
sensitivity of imaging mass spectrometry (IMS) methodologies with applications in fundamental and clinical 
biology. In this regard, Ms. Lauzon’s research interests are focused on the development of novel analytical 
techniques for the detection and imaging of the molecular composition of latent fingermarks. She published 
her first peer reviewed publication in the Journal of the American Society for Mass Spectrometry (JASMS) in 
2015. Her latest work in collaboration with the Sûreté du Québec (Quebec police) has recently been submitted 
for publication. 



4 
 

 
Edward Ki Yun Leung, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Leung received his B.Sc. and Ph.D. from the Department of Molecular Biology and Biochemistry at Simon 
Fraser University, where he studied the photochemistry and reduction-oxidation chemistry of nucleic acids. He 
then studied RNA structural biology as a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology at the University of Chicago. He completed the ComACC accredited clinical chemistry postdoctoral 
fellow in the Department of Pathology at the University of Chicago Medicine. He is currently an Assistant 
Professor of Pathology at the University of Chicago.  
 
Dr. Leung is a board-certified clinical chemist (DABCC) with broad expertise in clinical chemistry, endocrinology 
testing, therapeutic drug monitoring, toxicology, clinical pharmacogenetics, molecular testing, and 
proteomics. He is interested in developing and validating molecular diagnostics and mass spectrometry 
methods to study the genotypes and the corresponding phenotypes. Combining genetic and phenotypic data 
enables a more comprehensive understanding of how individuals respond to certain therapies. 
 
Amanda Paulovich, M.D., Ph.D. 
 
Amanda Paulovich, M.D., Ph.D. is a Member in the Clinical Research Division of Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center, and Professor in Medical Oncology at the University Of Washington School Of Medicine.  Dr. 
Paulovich received her M.D. and Ph.D. (in Genetics, mentored by Nobel Laureate Dr. Leland Hartwell) at the 
University of Washington. She completed a residency in Internal Medicine at Massachusetts General Hospital 
and a fellowship in Oncology at Dana-Farber/Partners Cancer Center in Boston. Her postdoctoral training was 
at MIT-Whitehead Center for Genomics Research under the mentorship of Dr. Eric Lander. Since 2003, her 
interdisciplinary translational proteomic laboratory has been a major developer of multiple reaction 
monitoring mass spectrometry-based proteomic assays. She was inducted to American Society for Clinical 
Investigation, received the 2014 Life Science Innovation Northwest Women to Watch in Life Science Award, 
and received the 2015 Distinguished Achievement in Proteomic Sciences Award from the international Human 
Proteome Organization. 
 
John D. Pfeifer, M.D., Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Pfeifer is Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs in the Department of Pathology at Washington University School of 
Medicine, and is responsible for managing the Department’s high-volume, high-complexity Clinical Pathology, 
Anatomic Pathology, and Neuropathology Divisions. He is board certified in Anatomic Pathology and 
Molecular Genetic Pathology, and over the last several years helped lead the development of Genomics and 
Pathology Services at Washington University in St. Louis (GPS@WUSTL), a laboratory that performs next 
generation sequencing (NGS) to support patient care, clinical trials, and translational research studies for both 
inherited diseases and cancer.  Building on that foundation, he has recently initiated several translational 
research projects centered on the role of imaging mass spectrometry to expand the range of morphology 
guided analysis that can be performed on tissue specimens (including proteomic, metabolomic, lipidomic, etc. 
analysis), with the goal of identifying clinical settings in which imaging mass spectrometry can be used to 
provide independent information that increases diagnostic accuracy, provides more accurate prognostic 
estimates, or can be used to guide therapy.   
 
Valentina Pirro, Ph.D. 
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Valentina Pirro received her Ph.D. in Science and High Technology from the University of Turin, Italy. Her 
research focused on developing innovative mass spectrometry (MS) methods to detect pharmaceutical and 
illicit drugs in hair and oral fluid samples, and studying alcohol metabolites as efficient biomarkers for the 
assessment of chronic alcohol abuse. After spending 12 months as visiting scholar at the Chemistry 
Department of Purdue University under the supervision of Prof. R. Graham Cooks, in 2014 she was appointed 
as postdoctoral research associate in Prof. Cooks’ laboratory, and became a research scientist in 2016. Her 
current research pursues advancing translational science through the development of ambient ionization MS 
for molecular diagnostics with applications in clinical chemistry and toxicology. She is author of more than 30 
peer-reviewed scientific articles. She received the Italian L’Oreal-UNESCO Award for Women in Science in 
2013, and the American Society for Mass Spectrometry Postdoctoral Award in 2015. 
 
Henry Rodriguez, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Henry Rodriguez is Director of the Office of Cancer Clinical Proteomics Research at the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI), National Institutes of Health (NIH).  Dr. Rodriguez is recognized as a global leader in the 
implementation of proteogenomics to enhance our understanding of cancer biology and its diseases.  Prior to 
joining the NCI, Dr. Rodriguez was Director of the Cell and Tissue Measurements Group (research areas in 
genomics, proteomics, imaging, and informatics) at the National Institute of Standards and Technology, (NIST), 
and prior to that served as Program Analyst to the NIST Director, was Director of the Tissue Engineering 
program, and served as Principal Scientist in the DNA Damage and Repair program, all at NIST.  Dr. Rodriguez 
received his M.S. in biology/toxicology from Florida International University, Ph.D. in cell and molecular 
biology from Boston University, and M.B.A. in finance and management from Johns Hopkins University Carey 
Business School.  Research fellowships were conducted at The Scripps Research Institute (La Jolla, California) 
and City of Hope National Medical Center (Duarte, California). 
 
Charles B. Root, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Charles Root is Founder and CEO of CodeMap LLC. He has provided laboratory coding and reimbursement 
information to healthcare providers and manufacturers for over 20 years regarding compliance, coding and 
economic issues. CodeMap’s clients include more than 35 diagnostic test manufacturers and over 1500 
providers who rely on CodeMap publications, compliance training, and advisory services.    
 
Publications by Dr. Root include: CodeMap Medicare Reimbursement Manual for Laboratory and Pathology 
and CodeMap Medicare Reimbursement Manual for Radiology and Nuclear Medicine. Dr. Root is a member of 
the American Association of Clinical Chemists and serves on their Government Relations Committee.  He 
provides frequent input and comments to CMS on laboratory issues and provides input to the College of 
American Pathology’s Pathology Coding Caucus regarding new CPT coding requests for lab services. 
 
Dr. Root received his Ph.D. in physical chemistry and nuclear physics from the Catholic University of America, 
Washington, D.C., and has taken postgraduate courses in business management and economics from Harvard 
and Northwestern Universities.  His experience includes market research, product development, and studies 
on the economic impact of government regulations on healthcare delivery costs.  Prior to founding CodeMap, 
Dr. Root worked as a rocket scientist with the U.S. Navy on missile systems and high-energy materials. 
 
Julia Tait Lathrop, Ph.D. 
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Julia Tait Lathrop, Ph.D. is acting Chief of the Immunology and Flow Cytometry Branch in the Division of 
Immunology and Hematology Devices in the Office of In Vitro Diagnostics and Radiological Health, CDRH, 
where she previously served as senior scientific reviewer for soluble protein-based devices that use 
technologies including LC-MS, MALDI, and immunoassays, for conditions including cancer, neurological 
conditions, and autoimmune disease. Dr. Lathrop has co-organized and chaired two FDA public workshops 
focused on regulatory considerations around use of LC-MS in clinical tests, Proteomics in the Clinic in June, 
2014 and LC-MS in the Clinic in May, 2016 
 
Steven H. Wong, Ph.D. 
 
Steven H. Wong, PhD, DABCC, FACB, is Professor of Pathology with tenure, Director of Clinical Chemistry and 
Toxicology/Core Laboratory, Department of Pathology, Wake Forest School of Medicine. He is a member of 
the Point of Care Testing Committee and the Co-Director of Clinical and Translational Mass Spectrometry 
Center, equipped with both tandem and MALDI-TOF mass spectrometers. The Center enables the transitioning 
of late-phase discovery, translational proteomic and metabolomic biomarkers to clinical service in both clinical 
chemistry/toxicology and microbiology.  
 
In addition to more than 119 publications and 143 abstracts, he edited/co-edited four books including 
Pharmacogenomics and Proteomics: Enabling the Practice of Personalized Medicine, a recent American 
Association of Clinical Chemistry (AACC) Press publication. He is certified as a Diplomat of the American Board 
of Clinical Chemistry – Toxicological Chemistry and is a Fellow of the National Academy of Clinical Biochemists. 
 
Dr. Wong received his Ph.D. in chemistry from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University in 1977. Dr. 
Wong is also a Past President of AACC. 
 
Y. Victoria Zhang, Ph.D. 
 
Y. Victoria Zhang, PhD, DABCC, is Assistant Professor of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine and Director, 
Regional Toxicology Lab at the Rochester Medical Center (Rochester, NY). Dr. Zhang received her B.S. in 
Microbiology and Microbial Engineering from Shandong University (China), her M.E. in Biochemical 
Engineering from Tsinghua University and Chinese Academy of Sciences and her Ph.D. in Biochemistry and 
Bioinformatics from the University of Minnesota. Dr. Zhang was a Post-Doctoral Research Associate at the 
University of Minnesota, Medical School, Department of Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and Biophysics and 
also completed a Fellowship at Harvard University. Dr. Zhang's research interests are in clinical applications of 
mass spectrometry, transitioning of late phase discovery and -omics biomarkers to clinical services, and 
biomarker discovery for the early diagnosis of disease and prognosis using -omics technologies. 
 
Yusheng Zhu, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Zhu is a tenured Professor and Medical Director of Clinical Chemistry and Toxicology, Director of 
Postdoctoral Clinical Chemistry Fellowship Program at the Medical University of South Carolina. He is board 
certified by the American Board of Clinical Chemistry (ABCC) in Clinical Chemistry, Toxicological Chemistry, and 
Molecular Diagnostics and a Fellow of the National Academy of Clinical Biochemistry (NACB). Yusheng served 
as the Chair of AACC Ohio Valley Section Awards Committee (2006) and Alternate Delegate of AACC Southeast 
Section (2007-2009). He served as the President of the North American Chinese Clinical Chemists Association 
(2012), President of the Commission on Accreditation in Clinical Chemistry (ComACC) and Chair of Southeast 
Section in 2015, and Secretary of Proteomics & Metabolomics Division (2013-15). Currently, he is the Director 
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of ABCC, Chair of Clinical Translational Science Division and, Treasurer of Mass Spectrometry & Separation 
Science Division of AACC, Member of the AACC Asia-Pacific Working Group. Yusheng serves on the Editorial 
Boards of three medical journals. Dr. Zhu is an invited reviewer of seven international medical journals. He has 
given many presentations at national and international conferences. He is interested in clinical and 
translational research in clinical chemistry, toxicology, hemoglobinopathy, pharmacogenetics, proteomics, and 
clinical application of mass spectrometry and has received funding for research from NIH, AHA, and IVD 
industry. He has over 100 publications including peer-reviewed papers, editorials, book chapters, and 
abstracts. He has received 31 awards from AACC, NACB, and other organizations. 
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All individuals involved in planning and developing the content of the presentations were required to submit a disclosure 
form.  For those individuals who disclosed that they have a financial relationship with a company whose products/services 
may be referenced or discussed in the program presentations, the relationships are described below. 
 
The planning committee reviewed all of the disclosed information. If any potential or real conflicts of interests were 
identified, they were resolved prior to the conference.  
 
Planning Committee Members: 
Steven Wong, PhD (Chair) – Disclosed grant/research support from Sciex and consultant fees from Preferred Pain 
Management 
 
Steven W. Cotten, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
R. Brent Dixon, PhD – Disclosed salary from Physician’s Choice Laboratory Services (PCLS) and Taylum Management 
Services 
 
Steven Harris, MD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
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Saeed Jortani, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
David Sainato - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
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Yusheng Zhu, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
Speakers: 
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Steven W. Cotten, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
R. Brent Dixon, PhD – Disclosed salary from Physician’s Choice Laboratory Services (PCLS) and Taylum Management 
Services 
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Nidia Lauzon - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
Edward Leung, PhD – Disclosed honorarium/expenses from Sciex.  
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Amanda Paulovich, MD, PhD – Disclosed participation on Board/Committee/Advisory Board for Bio-Rad Laboratories, 
Applied Proteomics, and Precision Assays, LLC.  
 
John Pfeifer, MD, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
Valentina Pirro, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
Henry Rodriguez, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
Charles Root, PhD – Disclosed salary from CodeMap and consultant fees from the Waters Corporation 
  
Julia Tait-Lathrop, PhD - Disclosed no relevant financial relationships 
 
Steven Wong, PhD – Disclosed grant/research support from Sciex and consultant fees from Preferred Pain Management 
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