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CLINICAL CHEMISTRY IN HISTORY
Membership Meeting in Chicago
The annual meeting of the History Division will be held Tuesday July 29, 2014
from Noon – 1:30 PM at the AACC Annual Meeting in Chicago. The meeting is
open to all History Division Members and lunch will be served. Details about
hotel, room number and RSVP information will follow in the next newsletter
but please mark your calendars now. Topics to be discussed will include
ongoing expansion of the Division Archives and making them more easily
accessible from the Division website. (See attached message from Chair).

Call for Nominations for 2014 Carraway-Meites Award
The AACC History Division Carraway-Meites Award recognizes individuals whose eﬀorts
have documented and described the origins, development, and impact of clinical chemistry
on the practice of medicine. Please send your nominations to Kelsey Blake
kblake@aacc.org. The 2014 awardee will be announced in Chicago at the Division
membership meeting and lunch on July 29.
Old AACC Annual Meeting Programs
We are compiling information on AACC’s history and looking for Annual Meeting Program
books (see below). We are missing The 2003 Annual Meeting program book and all prior
to 1988. If you happen to have saved Annual Meeting programs for these years, please
send them to Dr. Mitchell Scott, c/o AACC, 1850 K Street, NW, Suite 625, Washington,
DC 20006. If you want to keep the booklet(s) can we ask that you scan the cover, the
contents page, the plenary speaker pages and the annual meeting organizing committee
page and send to Mitch Scott mscott@wustl.edu as a PDF file.
!
!

!

PAGE 1

PUBLISHED BY THE HISTORY DIVISION OF AACC: VOL. 21 NUMBER 2, DEC. , 2013

The Chair's Corner
We had a turnout of 13 members for the History Division meeting and
lunch in Houston which was a bit low but likely due to my having to
change the date to Monday. In 2014 the membership meeting and
lunch will return to Tuesday so I hope that many of you who could not
make it on Monday last year will be able to return in 2014. For those of you who could
not make it, the minutes of our July 2013 meeting and the division financial statement for
fiscal year 2012 are at the end of this newsletter.
!
We are very excited that in May of this year the AACC Board of Directors gave the
History Division and its oﬃcers the job of “cleaning out the AACC attic” and to use
historical photographs, pamphlets, old meeting programs and newsletters to build an
online archive of AACC history within the Division website. As I write, we are receiving
tens of thousands of scanned and digital photos as well as boxes of old photos from the
AACC oﬃce. We will be reviewing these and choosing images, programs, booklets etc.
to go on the history division website. Right now we are focusing on the Instrument
Archive which is continuing to grow due to the eﬀorts of Larry Kricka and Ed Neren,
The Clinical Chemist Archive (1949-1954) which is complete, the Division Newsletter
archive (also complete) and coming soon Annual Meeting Programs and photographs that
have been housed in the AACC oﬃce for years. If you have any ideas for other historical
AACC documents that you would like to be considered for the Division Archives please
send me a note.
A reminder of how to get to these archives: 1.) On AACC's main webpage www.aacc.org
click on Members, 2.) On the Members page click on Divisions in the left column, 3.) On
the Divisions Page click on History and links to the archives will drop down.
AACC is updating its website and the new website should debut in early 2014. One
feature of the new “front” page of the website will be a brief history of the organization
which will be a great lead in to all of the details of AACC history available in the History
Division Archives.
I want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday season and hope you and all AACC members
have a great 2014.
FOR COMMENTS ON THE NEWSLETTER, OR TO SUBMIT AN ARTICLE,
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHAIR: e-mail (mscott@wustl.edu) or by phone (314-362-1503)
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Division Officers:
Chair:
Past Chair;
Treasurer:
Consultants:

Mitchell Scott, Ph.D.,
Chair-Elect: Jim Faix, Ph.D.
Peter Wilding, Ph.D.
Secretary: Robert Rej, Ph.D.
David J. Thornton, Ph.D., Staff Liason; Penelope Jones
Larry M. Demers, Ph.D., Nathan Gochman, Ph.D.,
Larry J. Kricka, Ph.D.

Copies of “AACC: What a Great Idea”
Copies of the movie are still available from the Past Chair (Peter Wilding)
for $ 10.00. Checks should be made out to: “AACC - History Division”.
Please send address for mailing. For addresses overseas,there will be an
additional charge.
Analyzer Archive – Now more than 500 analyzers cataloged!
Larry J Kricka
The Analyzer Archive continues to expand and
now contains over 580 entries
(http://www.aacc.org/members/divisions/history/
pages/default.aspx#). Our latest source of analyzers
has been back issues of Clinical Chemistry News
(renamed Clinical Laboratory News in 1995) and the
Clinical Chemist (1949-1954; http://www.aacc.org/
members/divisions/history/clin-chem-archive/Pages
/default.aspx#). Ed Neren is now also actively
contacting companies to request images and
information on their analyzers for inclusion in the
Archive.
A frequent issue has been to discover information
on a particular analyzer. A case in point is the
Ebon-Scope (see advertisement). This was
advertised in the Clinical Chemist in 1954
(volume 6, issue 2, page 37). It is a compact,
portable, versatile “black light” fluorescent
viewing unit (for all routine and research
fluorometric comparisons and observations) and
was available from Standard Scientific Supply
Corporation. Search as I may, I cannot find any
scientific publications that describes the use of
this device. If anyone can find a literature reference
or has the manual for this then please contact me at:
kricka@mail.med.upenn.edu.
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UPDATES:
1. History Division Consultants:
Traditionally, the division Executive includes THREE consultants, who are appointed by
the Chair. For the past two years, the consultants have been Drs. Laurence Demers,
Nathan Gochman and Larry Kricka. If you are interested in participating in this way,
please contact the Chair for 2013-2014, Dr. Mitch Scott.
2.

40th Anniversary of Clinical Laboratory News

2014 will be the 40th anniversary for Clinical Chemistry News (forerunner of CLN) and
there will be several articles regarding the history of both the publication and of AACC.
The hope is to interview members and emeritus members who were active in the field
during the 50s, 60s and 70s. If you are interested in being interviewed for one of these
stories please drop me an email at mscott@wustl.edu.
3. Request for Articles;
The Editor of the Newsletter is always pleased to receive articles or suggestion.
Please send in your contribution.

1980 AACC Recruiting Brochure
The following images are from a student
recruitment booklet given to me by Dr. Jack Ladenson.
While the booklet has no date my guess it is circa
1980. It is a 12 page booklet that defines the
profession, describes various levels of educational
requirements and statements from four individuals
about the field. They were Jack Ladenson, Collene
Delaney, Philip Walsh and Wendall O’Neal. Included
are the cover, a few pages defining the profession and
the comments from Collene Delaney. The full PDF of
this booklet will be posted soon.
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Minutes of the History Division Membership Meeting
July 29, 2013 Noon, Hilton Americas Room 332
1.

2.

Roll Call was bypassed. Attending were :
Mitch Scott, Chair

Peter Wilding

Ingo Kampa

David Koch

Nate Gochman

Larry Kricka

Amadeo Pesce

Charles Hawker

Edward Neren

Richard Nadeau

David Thornton

Conference Call held on 29 March 2013: 12:00-13:00 Eastern Time
The secretary, Bob Rej, had informed the chair that he would not be attending the
meeting this year. Dave Thornton took the minutes. The minutes of the conference
call meeting on March 29, 2013 were approved without change.

3.

Treasurer’s report: Was presented by D Thornton and approved.
Caraway Endowment as of 12/31/2012 was $58,099. Permanently restricted fund.
Principle cannot be used.
Elizabeth K Smith Bequest as of 12/31/2012 was $26,468.30 : Temporary restricted fund.
Principle can be used for History Division. $11,431.70 was used to produce the video
“AACC a Good Idea”
AACC had not properly transferred $6,100 that had been contributed to the History division
for the video. After Peter Wilding pointed this out the moneys were appropriately credited.
Video production costs for the “AACC What a Great Idea” was $17,431.70

4.

Expansion of Analyzer Archive.
Mitch Scott has looked at advertisements in old copies of Clinical Chemistry he inherited at
Wash U that were not bound. He noted that in most bound copies of Clinical Chemistry
the ads are removed and but if anyone has unbound copies they are a great source for the
analyzer archives. If anyone has some of the old ads, then the division would like a copy of
them.
Larry Kricka indicated that the archives of old instruments had about 550 instruments.
More pictures the better and he would like to focus on the early years of clinical chemistry.
He suggested that the division reach out to companies and request pictures of instruments
from those companies. He also noted the expansion of the annual meeting from 250
exhibitors in 1977 to 2000 exhibitors in 2013.

5.

Photographic Archives:
Peter Wilding noted that the national office has digital photos from 1998. Dr. Wilding has
gone through a number of these and indicated that they were “ a total disaster” . The main
issue is that there are no names associated with people in the pictures. The national office
should have the photographer capture the names of everyone in a posed portrait for
posterity. Suggested, they would be like a newspaper photographer, keeping track of names
and picture frame numbers.
The History division should recommend criteria for creating archives.
a.

Boxes of pictures are stored in a warehouse in Washington DC. And need to be gone
through.

b.

Suggested that Scherago be contacted this year about any AACC pictures that could
be recovered. Needs to be done this year, since Scherago will no longer be running the
national meeting.
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6.

Next Movie
a. Dr. Wilding suggested the idea of doing a movie with the Toxicology Division.
Suggested consideration of a reserve fund to support the development of the
movie. This would be over and above the Smith fund. This would include
industrial support, as Dr. Wilding did for the last movie).
b. Movement on the movie will probably not occur until 2015.

7.

A suggestion was made that the division would like to obtain meeting programs from earlier
meetings.

8.

Dr. Larry Kricka was awarded with the Caraway-Meites
award for his contributions to the history of clinical
chemistry. This included a plaque and an honorarium
of $500.

9.

Next Newsletter: This should go out sometime in in
October.
a. Solicit members for next year’s Caraway-Meites award
b. Solicit members for national meeting programs.

10.

Elections.
No elections are needed this year.
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