
Dŀƭƭǿŀǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ нллу 
 
Gallwas memberships are made possible by the generous gifts of Jerry and Sandy Gallwas.  One 
requirement of membership is that each recipient of a Gallwas membership grant provides a 
report annually explaining how the grant has benefitted them and their institution.  At the start 
of 2009, there are 57 Gallwas Members located in 25 countries, the majority in Africa and Asia 
with the remainder located in Eastern and Central Europe, and Cuba.  The map shows the 
countries with Gallwas Members and the accompanying table the number of members by 
country. 

Gallwas Members World-Wide 

 
 

 

Bhutan 1 Iran 1 Serbia 1 

China 6 Libya 1 Slovak Republic 1 

Cuba 1 Malaysia 1 South Korea 1 

Egypt 1 Nepal 1 Sri Lanka 1 

Eritrea 1 Nigeria 1 Taiwan 1 

Estonia 2 Pakistan 1 Vietnam 2 

Fiji 1 Qatar 1 Zimbabwe 1 

Ghana 3 Romania 5 
Total 57 

India 9 Russia 12 
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Bodhraj Acharya, BS 
Department of Pathology & and 

Regenerative Medicine 
Kyungpook National University 

Daegu, South Korea 
Gallwas Member since 2005 

 

It is indeed a great pleasure to be a member 
of AACC through the Gallwas grant. 
 
My role has now been changed from a 
laboratory technologist to a research student, 
but the benefit of Clinical Chemistry and 
other resources are yet more utilized.  The 
journal has been one of my favorites where 
articles about cardiovascular risk factors 
attract me most.  AACCΩǎ 2005 and 2007 
Annual Meetings provided the chance to 
network with peers to share and exchange  

problems and ideas, which I am continuing since 2007.  I received a few books related to my 
work and studies; they are very useful.  We had the privilege to welcome Sandy and Jerry 
Gallwas to Nepal last year, and extract ideas from them for the improvement of laboratory 
services in my country.  I believe that, AACC resources can also be utilized in different ways to 
strengthen laboratories of the developing countries like Nepal, using the educational resources 
can be one of many such approaches. 
 
I thank you all for your generous support, through which a lot of professionals, like me, in the 
field benefit who otherwise may find it hard to be part of AACC. 
 

 
Dennis Adu-Gyasi, BS, MSc 

Kintampo Health Research Centre 
Kintampo, Ghana 

Gallwas Member since 2008 
 

Membership of AACC with the help of Gallwas 
sponsorship has been of great help to me.  
Though I got the membership offer late this 
year, the knowledge and experience I have 
acquired cannot be underestimated.  I am 
most grateful to AACC. 
  

I write to submit my report for the year 2008.  First and foremost, the journals I have been 
receiving have equipped me in research procedures and methods.  It has also informed me 



about the current trend of diagnosis, management, prevention and control of conditions in the 
health practice.  Also, I make available my journals to colleagues who are interested to read and 
I encourage them to do so. 
 
Secondly, the numerous advertisement carried on the website of the association bring 
information from experts closer to me in Ghana West Africa.  I must say I enjoy reading about 
the presentations of experts in the clinical laboratory practice. 
 
Last but not least, the thought of being accepted into such a professional body makes me 
confident in my practice as a biomedical scientist. 
 

 
Seema Bhargava, PHD 

Senior Consultant, Department of Biochemistry 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, 

New Delhi, India 
Gallwas Member since 2008 

 

At the outset, I would like to thank the AACC for 
honoring me with a 5-year Gallwas membership 
and Mr. and Mrs. Gallwas for instituting such a 
fund, in the first place. 
 

Academically, being a member of the AACC has 
been beneficial in various ways.  I have been 
able to receive a few books, including one on 
genomics.  These are a great help as reference 
books as well as for teaching. 
 
Also, having online access to [as well as a hard 
copy of] Clinical Chemistry has kept my 
colleagues and me abreast of the very latest in 
our respective fields in which we have on-going 

research projects, for example - cardiac and vascular risk factors especially homocysteine and 
Lp(a), antioxidants in disease, procalcitonin, therapeutic drug monitoring, to name a few.  
 
The books as well as the access to Clinical Chemistry have been of great value in my PhD thesis 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ά.ƛƻŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜǘƛŎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ IȅǇŜǊƘƻƳƻŎȅǎǘŜƛƴŜƳƛŀ ƛƴ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ±ŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ 
Diseases and Role of Homocysteine-ƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ±ŀǎŎǳƭŀǊ wƛǎƪ CŀŎǘƻǊǎέΦ  Also, this access 
to the latest data is especially important to us, as not only does our hospital cater to patients in 
highly specialized fields of medicine (renal and hepatic transplants, bone marrow transplants, 
highly developed intensive care unit), but we are also involved in the teaching program of the 
medical post-graduate students. 
 



Amongst the applied aspects, we have benefited in putting a lot of this academic awareness 
into practice such as starting estimations of highly specialized parameters like NT ProBNP, Total 
Antioxidant Status, Free-PSA, Tacrolimus.  This has improved the patient care in our hospital.   
 
Proposed activities in 2009 include presenting my work at the international AACC 2009 
conference and starting the estimation of more parameters that are clinically significant, e.g. 
Cystatin-C, lipid peroxides, vascular markers like V-CAM, ProteinC, ProteinS. 
 

 
Olga Chernichuk, MD 

Okrug Clinical Hospital 
Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia 
Gallwas Member since 2008 

 

AACC membership is a unique opportunity to 
receive education in laboratory medicine.  
Thank you for your original and electronic copies 
of Clinical Chemistry.  This is the unique 
opportunity for me to receive information about 
the up-to-date technology and methods of 
studying in the field of laboratory diagnostics.  
For example, the information about onco 
markets from your magazines helped me to 
prepare the lecture about this research for the 
medical students. 
 

The knowledge that I have received allows me 
to solve the problems (directed on the quality of 
the result improvement of laboratory analysis), 
publish the practical recommendations, 
methodological booklets and article connected 
with my research work, receive the new 
information about the technologies and use the 

 

the laboratory information systems for managing technological process, and improve the 
traditional approaches in the work of the biochemical and immunological laboratory in Khanty-
Mansiysk Autonomous Okrug ς Ugra. 
 

 



 

Dr. Barnali Das, MD, DNB 
Consultant, Biochemistry & Immunology 

Laboratory Medicine Department 
Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital & 

Medical Research Institute, 
Mumbai, India 

Gallwas Member since 2007 

 
I am very grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Gallwas and 
Van Slyke foundation for awarding me the 
Gallwas grant from the year 2007.  It has been  

of great support for my personal growth and that of the institutions in which I have been 
working. 
 

Foremost, it has helped me immensely in setting up the Biochemistry and Immunology 
laboratory of the new, state of the art, 725-bed Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital (KDAH) 
and Medical Research Institute at Mumbai, India.  Earlier in my stint as a specialist in 
SRL Ranbaxy laboratory, Mumbai, I could learn and put to use my skills in Biochemistry and RIA-
Chemiluminescence divisions. 

 
The Clinical Chemistry journal that I receive is an excellent source of knowledge and cutting-
edge developments in my area of expertise.  It thus helps me in imbibing the new techniques 
and translates them into laboratory practice. 
 
The journal, newsletters and audio conferences also provide me, and the scientific officers 
working under my supervision, to refer to clinical problems and research projects undertaken 
worldwide.  This has therefore helped us in establishing validation protocols, within the 
framework of total quality management in our new laboratory at KDAH.  
 
I feel all these efforts to be worthwhile, when I am able to improve the quality of life of our 
patients at the hospital. 
 

 
Subir Kumar Das, PhD 

Associate Professor, Biochemistry 
Agartala Govt Medical College 

Tripura, India 
Gallwas Member since 2003 

 

Since 2003, I have been able to serve clinical chemistry 
better, as AACC had given me ample opportunity, 
particularly in the year 2006 and 2007.  International 
Travel Grants in 2006 and 2007 gave me a chance to 
witness the latest developments of clinical chemistry.   

 



I could design and initiate a few contemporary researches in this field.  AACC also helped me to 
carry out these projects by funding.  Outcomes of these projects are really worthy and give me 
opportunity to focus on new areas for research.  My first five year AACC Gallwas Membership 
was over by the year 2007.  Considering my case, Van Slyke Foundation renewed my AACC 
Gallwas membership for a further five years. 
 
In addition to Clinical Chemistry journal, books received from AACC helped me and my 
colleagues for teaching, research designing and clinical services. Laboratory News enriching our 
knowledge. In addition, e-News keeps me updated with International events, which gives me 
opportunity to shape my career in a better way. 
 
Though some of the interesting findings from VSF-POCT Research Grants are yet to publish, the 
results are under preparation, and I wish to present these at the AACC Annual Meeting. 
 

 

Jun Dong, PhD 
Beijing Institute of Geriatrics 

Beijing Hospital, Ministry of Health 
Peoples Republic of China 
Gallwas Member since 2008 

 

I was awarded AACC membership in 2008, and it is my 
great pleasure to report how the Gallwas membership 
has benefited me in the past year. 

Our laboratory is now a member of the US CDC Cholesterol Reference Method Laboratory 
Network (CRMLN) and is very active in providing standardization service in China.  I am 
responsible for the operation of the reference/comparison methods.  The laboratory is also a 
place where graduate students from Peking Union Medical College and Peking University have 
their laboratory training and studies.  I am also responsible for some of the educational 
activities.  Besides that, I have been doing research on other new cardiovascular disease factors 
and clinical studies. 
 
With Gallwas membership, I receive Clinical Chemistry, the official journal of AACC, regularly.  
Reading these papers, I have learned a lot of advances in clinical chemistry, especially 
measurements of lipid and other cardiovascular disease risk factors, for example, HDL 
heterogeneity and function.  I have shared all the interesting articles with my colleagues and 
students.  The journal has helped me a lot in standardization activities, research design and 
teaching topics.  I have also learned a lot from the AACC website, the news items, information, 
and announcements published in e-News keeps me informed with the latest information from 
AACC.  In addition, a wide range of free books provided by AACC are very informative and 
helpful. 
 



I am very much grateful to AACC for providing membership through Gallwas grants and all the 
membership benefits. 
 

 
Elena Egorova, PhD 

Associate Professor, Microbiology, Virology & 
Immunology 

Tver State Medical Academy 
Tver, Russia 

Gallwas Member since 2006 
 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ˢˢ˿˿ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ in all areas of my 
work, at ELISA-laboratory, teaching students of the 
medical faculty, and teaching doctors, who have 
postgraduate education in laboratory medicine.  

 

The resources available to me as an s ˢ˿˿ ƳŜƳōŜǊ are useful to me both professionally, and for 
training in English.  I would also like to thank AACC for the books sent to me. They are used by 
employees of different departments of our laboratory for self-education and postgraduate 
education of doctors. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity given to me ǘƻ ōŜ ˢˢ˿˿ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ up to date 
information about laboratory medicine in time and put it into practice. 
 

 

Jasvinder K. Gambhir, PhD 
Professor of Biochemistry 

University College of Medical Sciences & G.T.B. 
Hospital 

Delhi, India 
Gallwas Member since 2007 

 
I was awarded the coveted Gallwas membership during 
the Annual Meeting of Association of Clinical 
Biochemists of India, held at Delhi in December, 2007 
(ACBICON-07).  Since then began my wonderful journey 
with the premier AACC. 
 

During the last year itself I have realized how this membership is helping me in my professional 
career through the latest information in the field in the form of e-News, and a hard copy of the 
Clinical Chemistry journal, and the information about the CMEs in the latest topics of interest 
to Clinical Chemists and Health Professionals.  
 



Ours is a premier medical school associated with 1,000-bed hospital and well established 
Hospital Laboratory Services (HLS).  I am playing an active role in teaching and research in 
biochemistry to MBBS, MD, M.Sc and doctoral students as well as, overall working of the 
Clinical Biochemistry Division.  During the last year itself I have been able to include newer 
concepts in the MD research protocols of many students with the help of latest information 
from e-News and other educational programs. These facilities are helping me as well as the 
entire faculty and students in our department by access to latest research methodologies on 
contemporary problems. 
 
I have applied for the international Travel Grant to attend the Annual Meeting of AACC to be 
held at Chicago in July 2009.  Award of this grant will help me to interact with renowned 
scientists working in my field. I am indebted to the Van Slyke Foundation and Mr. and Mrs. 
Gallwas for this generous gift. 
 

 
Alexander Gilmanov, PhD, MD 

Chair of Lab Medicine 
Bashkir State Medical University 

Ufa, Russia 
Gallwas Member since 2004 

 

As Chief Lecturer in Lab Medicine in Bashkir 
State Medical University, I use every 
opportunity to share the information 
concerning modern lab methods and clinical 
significance of lab tests I learned at AACC 
meetings, on AACC site and from Clinical 
Chemistry, among Physicians, Lab Doctors, 
Medical Technologists and students on 
training courses and symposiums. 

The AACC archive materials (presentations, references etc.) are also very useful for me when 
preparing lectures.  Now, we are in closer position to modern achievements in Lab Medicine 
thanks to National State Project for Primary Health Care Service realizing in Russia.  The 
participating labs need to use modern equipment effectively, and we really help them using 
AACC education materials.  The professional knowledge of our Lab specialists also has grown in 
the last years. 
 
Free books offered and delivered by AACC are very helpful in self-education; I do really believe 
this action is very significant for lab specialists in developing countries.  The printed issues and 
archives of Clinical Chemistry are also widely used by all my colleagues.  For the last years we 
have collected a lot of education lab materials from AACC enough to establish Mini Lab Library. 
 



I consider the possibility to attend AACC Annual Meetings and Expo as a special feature of 
Gallwas membership. I was really enjoyed with visiting 2005-2008 Annual Meetings and the 
greatest Lab Exhibition, listening/discussing the leaders in lab science and practice, meeting 
colleagues and friends I have got at last meetings.  Besides a lot of pleasure these visits were 
highly helpful in improving my professional skills; I do not think I could get such knowledge any 
other way. 
 
In summary, the Gallwas Membership has really helped me to stay in touch with modern 
achievements of world level laboratory medicine. 
 

 
Angela Godwin, MD 

Hamad Medical Corporation 
Doha, Qatar 

Gallwas Member since 2005 
 

I was awarded a Gallwas Membership in 2005 and since 
then it has benefited me and my laboratory immensely in 
this short period.  Becoming a member of the AACC was a 
dream for me and continues to be a great journey this year. 
 

Membership of AACC through the Gallwas grant has helped 
me by first gaining access to the journal which is a pride in 
our department here at Hamad Medical Corp., Qatar 
especially with its excellent reviews.  The AACC web site also 
contains a wealth of information which keeps me updated 
and helps me train residents and improve the quality within 
the laboratory.  The free textbooks which are extremely 

 

valuable assets of reference are an integral part of my reading as well as reference for our 
laboratory here. It is also critical to highlight that AACC takes care of knowledge development 
of its members 
 
I am very much grateful to the Mr. and Mrs. Gallwas for continuing to support me through 
grants for the American Association for Clinical Chemistry and all its membership benefits.  
Once again I would like to thank you for this award which has greatly rewarded me in my 
career. 
 

 



Marina Gorshkova 
Chief of Hospital Laboratory 
Tver State Medical Academy 

Tver, Russia 
Gallwas Member since 2005 

 

L ǘƘŀƴƪ ˢˢ˿˿ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
be its member and to use modern scientific 
resources: your web-site, Journal of Clinical 
Chemistry, etc. 

The latest scientific data are used by me and my colleagues at work in the laboratory for 
teaching clinical laboratory diagnostics to doctors at postgraduate faculty, and also to manage 
of degree works of students of the Tver state university on biochemistry. 
 

 
Ming Guan, PhD 

Huashan Hospital Fudan University 
Shanghai, China 

Gallwas Member since 2008  
 

I am very pleased to write this report on how 
the Gallwas membership of American 
Association for Clinical Chemistry has benefit 
me, my colleague and my laboratory. 
 
I am a clinical molecular biologist.  After I got a 
PhD degree in 2003, I was focused on the 
application of novel molecular technology in 
molecular diagnostics.  I received my Gallwas 
membership in 2008. The membership gave me 
a good opportunity to continue my career 
education as molecular diagnostic scientist. I can 
learn a lot of information regarding the new 
methodology, biosafety, quality improvement and so on from the AACC website. 
 
The Gallwas membership makes me free access to the journal of Clinical Chemistry.  There are 
various research articles on the latest development of laboratory medicine.  Each time I receive 
the journal, I share it with my colleague.  Sometimes the key paper will be introduced in our lab 
meeting.  I have always been looking for new molecular biomarkers for improving diagnostic 
performance.  For instance, we currently want to develop a new method to detect the JAK2 
(V617F) mutation in the diagnosis of myeloproliferative disorders.  The journal of Clinical 
Chemistry provides a rich source of describing the application of high-resolution melting (HRM) 
technology in the identification of mutation or SNP analysis.  I discussed with my colleagues in 



my laboratory on the HRM related article and learn detailed techniques and tried to establish a 
new protocol of HRM in the identification of the mutation.  After several failed attempt, finally 
we successfully establish the molecular assay for this mutation based on the HRM technology.  
Now this home-brew assay has been used in clinic very well. 
 
The Clinical Chemistry journal has a high reputation in the field.  I have translated some 
important articles or reviews into Chinese, so more and more laboratory professionals read it. I 
think it will help to promote the practice of clinical chemistry in our lab.  All these achievements 
would not be possible without a generous support from Van Slyke Foundation.  I am very much 
grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Gallwas, Van Slyke Foundation and the AACC.  
 

 
Hoang Thu Ha, MD 

Head of Clinical Biochemistry 
Saint Paul General Hospital 

Hanoi, Vietnam 
Gallwas Member since 2006  

 
The Gallwas membership gave me 
opportunities to improve my knowledge in 
Laboratory Medicine. I felt more confident in 
doing my jobs as a laboratory manager and a 
PhD student. 

In 2008, the Hospital Information System and Laboratory Information System have been set up 
in our hospital and I am glad to be one of the contributors due to my up-to-date knowledge in 
laboratory management.  We get advantages with the LIS in management samples, results, 
laboratory users, instruments, and workflow. 
 
In my country the standard of laboratory medicine improved gradually.  Laboratories are in the 
first steps developing the QA programs.  My lab is one of five Vietnamese laboratories enrolled 
in the External Quality Control Program since 2006.  We prepare for the ISO 15189 
Accreditation and I sure the important knowledge through AACC could help us in realizing this 
project. 
 
Membership of AACC through the Gallwas grant has benefited me and my colleagues.  I can 
receive the Clinical Chemistry journal ς an international journal ς free. This is a valuable asset 
for my colleagues and me because we do not have many textbooks.  The NACB guidelines help 
me much in collaborating with the physicians.  Accessing the AACC web, AACC programme and 
its service, ordering books from AACC store are very important resources for me to do my 
research and to prepare lectures for my students 
 
I would like to express my deep gratitude to the AACC and Gallwas Membership Committee. 
 



 
Agnes Ivanov, 

Quality Manager 
Tartu University Hospital 

Tartu, Estonia 
Gallwas Member since 2005 

 
In the past year, my work was influenced with the Gallwas 
membership grant and the subscription for Clinical 
Chemistry journal.  It has helped me and my colleagues to 
improve our every day work in health service.  According to 
the recommendation from the Laboratory Working Group of 
the National Kidney Disease Education Program (NKDEP), 

our laboratory decided to use the estimating equation for GFR based on serum creatinine that 
was developed from the Modification of Diet in Renal Disease (MDRD) study. 
 

Routine measurements of creatinine clearance are possible in our laboratory.  However, in 
selected circumstances, it is it is not recommended to use this procedure because of various 
errors in urine collection.  We provide an eGFR for everyone who has a creatinine 
measurement. 
 
Thanks to the Van Slyke Foundation and the gift from Gerald and Sandy Gallwas I had the 
opportunity to attend the AACC Annual Meeting 2008 July 28-31 in Washington DC.  I presented 
the poster Automating blood gas improves analytical phase quality indicators at this meeting.  
 
I brought a lot of interesting information of my profession and new contacts from the AACC 
meeting. I represented the Estonian Society of Laboratory Medicine in the evening dinner for 
national societies.  In the end of the evening dinner everyone introduced their national society.  
I was chosen to introduce my national society, the international society (Baltic Association of 
Laboratory Medicine, BALM) and the Baltic Congress of Laboratory Medicine.  The 10th Baltic 
Congress will take place in Estonia in 2010 and the official language of every Baltic Congress is 
English.   
 
All of my work during the past year was considerably influenced by the Gallwas membership 
and Clinical Chemistry.  Thank you for your support. 
 

 



 
Snezana Jovicic 

Institute of Medical Biochemistry 
Clinical Center of Serbia 

Belgrade, Serbia 
Gallwas Member since 2005 

 

My AACC membership has been supported by 
the Gallwas Foundation for three years now.  
Papers from the Clinical Chemistry journal 
helped me and my colleagues in our continuous 
work in improving our clinical practice and kept 
us up-to-date with the latest achievements in 
this field.  Also, on-line editions of Fats of Life 
are very significant for my research in the field 
of cardiovascular disease prevention. 
 

In the past year, I had one poster presentation at the XVI National Congress of Medical 
Biochemistry and Laboratory Medicine in Belgrade, Serbia.  Also, I was an invited lecturer at the 
XVI Meeting of the Balkan Clinical Laboratory Federation held in Athens, Greece, 16ς18 
October.  I participated as a lecturer in the course organized by the Society of Medical 
Biochemists of Serbia, dedicated to guidelines for use of tumor markers.  These achievements 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜǿǎ ƛƴ ŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ 
research published in Clinical Chemistry journal.  
 
I would like to thank the Gallwas Foundation for such generous help in my work and the work 
of the laboratory I work in.  This is greatly appreciated and recognized by myself and my 
colleagues. Thank you for your support. 
 

 
Ishmael Kasvosve, PhD 

Senior Lecturer 
Department of Chemical Pathology 

University of Zimbabwe College of Health 
Sciences 

Harare, Zimbabwe. 
Gallwas Member since 2003 

 
I have been a beneficiary of the Gallwas Member Grant for the past five years and 2008 was my 
last.  As with other years, the Grant paid the annual subscriptions for my
AACC Membership.  Consequently, I continued to enjoy the many benefits associated with 
AACC Membership.  Just like in previous years, I received, through the Grant, an essential 




