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Which one benefits patient safety p y
more?



What Can POCT  
Documentation in EMR bring Documentation in EMR bring 
to Patient Safety?

Accessibility
More than one health care provider More than one health care provider 
(HCP) to care for patient
With paper MR only one person at a time W th paper MR only one person at a t me 
can view.

Possibility of mixing up charts
Delay in viewing results



I need to put 
my glucose 
meter results in

I threw my 
towel away with 
the results Imeter results in 

this chart
the results, I 
NEED IT!!!

Picture of nursing station Doctor and 
nurses vying for patient chart.nurses vying for patient chart.



What Can POCT  
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Accessibility
More than one health care provider p
(HCP) to care for patient
With paper MR only one person at a time 

 ican view.
Possibility of mixing up charts
Delay in viewing resultsDelay in viewing results

With EMR anyone with permission can 
view.

Brain to brain time
Correct patient ID in banner
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Trending
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Trending
FormatFormat

Integrated with rest of Laboratory 
teststests
Give viewer a chance to look at results in 
different waysdifferent ways.
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What Can POCT  
Documentation in EMR bring Documentation in EMR bring 
to Patient Safety?

Trending
Format

Integrated with rest of Laboratory tests
Give viewer a chance to look at results in 
different waysdifferent ways.
Reference Ranges
Critical Results
Correlation of Patient Results

With each other 
Treatment TherapiesTreatment Therapies
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What Can POCT  
Documentation in EMR bring Documentation in EMR bring 
to Patient Safety?

Alerts
Save patients from too many unnecessary 
test procedurestest procedures
Procedure limitation alerts

Reduced length of stay (LOS)
Lessens chances of hospital acquired 
infections

Medicare not paying for mistakesp y g f
Reduces the cost of care 

Capturing charges



What Can POCT  
Documentation in EMR bring Documentation in EMR bring 
to Patient Safety?

Audit trail
If there is a concern over a patient test it can 
b  t dbe traced.

Was this a personnel, documentation or a method 
error among other things.

A di i  i  h  TJC  CAP  Accrediting agencies such as TJC, CAP, 
etc. 

TracersTracers
Look at patient safety issues
Disease Management



The Seven Rights
Right Patient
Right Test
Ri ht S lRight Sample
Right Time
Right ResultRight Result
Right Decision
Right Actiong

Price, Christopher, PhD.;POCT, Reducing Errors and Improving Outcomes; Point of Care, 
Vol 7, Number 3, 9/08 p 121.



What Do We See For the What Do We See For the 
Future Or Possibly Now?

More outcome studies 
Evidence based practice

Patients becoming more involved in their health Patients becoming more involved in their health 
care.

Graphs make more visual
Doctors and Health Care professionals can use for 

 d  
p

patient education. 
More POCT results accessible for the HCP if 
connected.

OffiOffice
Home
Long term care facility, etc.
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Questions

Where’s Waldo is a copyright of 
Martin Handford



Contact Information
Patricia L. Kraft M.A., MT (ASCP)
Laboratory POCT/Safety/Education Coordinatory / y/
Good Samaritan Hospital 
2222 Philadelphia Dr.2222 Philadelphia Dr.
Dayton, Ohio 45406
office phone: 937-278-6251 ext 2302office phone: 937 278 6251 ext. 2302
Fax: 937-276-8242
PatLKraft@shp-dayton orgPatLKraft@shp-dayton.org


