o'\ NEWS ¢’ VIEWS

VOL. XI, NO. 2, DECEMBER 2003
Advancing Scholarship in Laboratory Medicine

YAl REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT ELECT
K LAB TESTS ONLINE RECEIVES SUMMIT AWARD
‘3 CARDIAC MARKERS: ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES

PRESlDENT,S CORNER . Pa_s'g Presid_ents _of the NACB were honored with new
official Presidential medals.

As | reflect on my year as f’resident of 2 Xgét;sﬁnfggllﬁ:g{iyr:ggwigtg?a%s;(;g'abstracts attne

the NACB, the old adage “easy come, , NACB was identified as a supporting organization for

easy go” comes to mind. This may the highly successful website Lab Tests Online.

A sound flippant but let me explain. It . Four LMPGs were posted on the website of the National
was_easyfor me to transition into the  Guidelines Clearinghouse, thereby increasing the impact

role thanks to the efforts of my predecessors and it's easyof these Academy guidelines.

to hand the position over to others knowing who will bes Thyroid LMPG was published ifhyroid Emergency

coming after me. During much of the history of the Toxicology LMPG was published @linical Chemistry

Academy, the office of President has been a two-year NACB assumed responsibility for planning the 2004

term. My year as President marks a change to a one-yeaBeckman Conference as a consensus conference for an

term; therefore, Bob Dufour will become NACB's Presi- LMPG on cardiac markers. .

dent on January 1, 2004. (I have been assured that thér&omments on “Statistical Guidance on Reporting

is nothing personal about this change.) The length of Results from Studies Evaluating Diagnostic Tests” were

service for the President was changed to shorten the Iengthc'ent to FDA. . .

of commitment as an officer from six years to three year% An annual review process for committee performance

. . . was inaugurated.
(President-elect, President, and Past President) and t ajor progress was made in developing a Board of

allow other qualified Fellows to serve as elected leaders Directors Manual in order to organize and codify oper-
of the Academy. o ating policies and procedures for future Boards.

In my final editorial I wish to highlight some of the . An annual planning cycle for strategic initiatives was
accomplishments for 2003. In many cases, these represengstablished.

the harvest from seeds planted in prior years. In addition,

many worked in the field, so many deserve credit forthe ~ AS | look over this list of a baker’s dozen worth of
success. accomplishments, I'm am pleased with what has been

done. It's been a great year and there are many to thank.
« Membership increased for the fifth consecutive year| have had a tremendous Board of Directors to work with
ending 2003 with 536 members. Membership growthand | appreciate their support. The staff in the AACC
was possible because almost all Academy Fellowsffice, particularly Penny Jones, has been incredible. Most
renewed. of all | appreciate the efforts and participation of each
 NACB award recipients were recognized at the AACCrellow. You make the NACB a very special Academy!
Annual Meeting during the Opening Session, on a disgest wishes to Bob Dufour.
play in the registration area, and at the exhibit booth.
« Fellows were identified at the AACC Annual Meeting K. MIcHAEL ParkER, PHD, FACB
with the NACB logo on their name badges. President
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF CLINICAL BIOCHEMISTRY
OFFICERS AND BoOARD OF DIRECTORS — 2004

PRESIDENT

D. Robert Dufour, MD, FACB

Veterans Administration Medical Center
50 Irving Street, NW

Washington, DC 20422

202-745-8285

202-745-8284 (fax)
chemdoctorbob@prodigy.net

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Mary F. Burritt, PhD, FACB
Mayo Clinic

200 1st Street SW
Rochester, MN 55905-0002
Tel: 507-284-3954

Fax: 507-266-4176
mburritt@mayo.edu

SECRETARY

DIRECTORS

2002-2004

Robert H. Christenson, PhD, DABCC, FAC
University of Maryland
School of Medicine

22 South Greene Street
Room N2W44, UMMS
Baltimore, MD 21201-1544
410-328-8672
410-328-5880 (fax)
rchriste@umaryland.edu

Susan Evans, PhD, FACB
19040 Skyline Blvd

Los Gatos, CA 95033
408-395-0807
408-395-6847 (fax)
sue.evans@att.net

2003-2005
Carolyn S. Feldkamp, PhD, DABCC, FACB

Catherine Hammett-Stabler, PhD, DABCC, FACBienry Ford Hospital

University of North Carolina Chapel Hill
Pathology and Lab Medicine

CB# 7525

Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7525

Tel: 919-966-3724

Fax: 919-966-9490
Cstabler@unch.unc.edu

TREASURER

Robert White, PhD, DABCC, FACB
DSI Laboratories

Tox/Chemistry

12700 Westlinks Dr.

Ft. Myers, FL 33913
239-561-8208

239-561-8255 (fax)
rmquail@naples.net

PAST PRESIDENT

K. Michael Parker, PhD, DABCC, FACB
Clinical Laboratories, EB408

The Universities Hospitals

800 NE 13" Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73104-5006
405-271-3571

405-271-1651 (fax)
Michael-parker@ouhsc.edu

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Frank H. Wians, Jr., Ph.D., DABCC, FACB

Professor, Department of Pathology
Clinical and Scientific Consultant,

Aston Pathology Lab

UT Southwestern Medical Center

5323 Harry Hines Boulevard

Dallas, TX 75390-9073

Tel: 214-648-7634

Email: frank.wians@utsouthwestern.edu

Dept. of Pathology/Clinical Chemistry
2799 Grand Blvd.

Detroit, MI 48202

313-916-3172

313-916-1138

cfeldkal@hfhs.org

Ronald J. Whitley, PhD, DABCC, FACB
University of Kentucky Medical Center
800 Rose Street, HA-615

Lexington, KY 40536-0298
859-257-4030

859-257-8932 (fax)

rjwhit00@uky.edu

2004-2006

Michael J. Bennett, PhD, DABCC,

FACBDirector of Clinical Chemistry
Children’s Medical Center of Dallas

Department of Pathology

1935 Motor Street

Dallas, Texas 75235

Larry A. Broussard, PhD, DABCC, FACB
LSU Health Sciences Center

Clinical Laboratory Sciences

1900 Gravier Street

New Orleans, LA 70112-2232

Tel: 504-568-4281

Fax: 504-568-6761

Ibrous@lsuhsc.edu

STAFF L1ASON

Penelope Jones

NACB

2101 L Street, NW, Suite 202
Washington, DC 20037
202-835-8746

202-887-5093
pjones@aacc.org

The policy of the NACB is that only the President, President-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer may make
official statements on behalf of the NACB. This limitation does not apply to the conduct of routine business
transactions. All views expressed in the newsletter are solely those of the contributors, authors, or edi-

tors and not necessarily those of the NACB.

REPORT OF THE
PRESIDENT-ELECT

As the new year
approaches, | am
looking forward to
assuming the job
of President of the
, Academy. | know
A | it has been in good
®= hands with Mike
Parker at the helm. | want to express
my thanks to those who are finishing
leadership roles with the Academy,
particularly Charles Hawker, the
Past-President, who has served on
the Board continuously for the past
nine years. We will miss Charlie’s
accumulated wisdom and institu-
tional memory on the Board; he has
agreed to remain active in a number
of committees. David Koch finishes
his term as Secretary, John Sherwin
and Jim Nichols finish their terms as
At-Large members of the Board, and
Bill Winter finishes his term as Chair
of the Education and Scientific
Affairs Committee. Thanks to all of
you for your hard work and dedica-
tion on behalf of the Academy.

I am lucky to be assuming the
Presidency at a time of great success
and prestige for the Academy. Our
membership is at record high num-
bers, as more and more of the Board
Certified Clinical Chemists have
decided it is good to belong to NACB.
This winter, we will once again invite
those not currently members to join,
and will be extending special invita-
tions to those overseas who would
likely be eligible for membership.
Through the efforts of our LMPG
programs and publitians, includ-
ing those available on thidational
Guideline Clearinghouse, NACB is
increasingly recognized by clinical
associations as an important partici-
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pant in developing practice guidelines. We should all I.AB TESTS ONl.lNE
be proud to belong to this group that is taking the lead
in practice guidelines involving laboratory testing. RECEIVES SUMMIT AWARD

Although it is tempting to look at our current sta-

tus and say that the glass is 90% full, itis the job of the ~ Lab Tests Online has been selected by the
President to say “yes, but the glass is still 10% empty’American Society of Association Executives (ASAE)
and see where the Academy has room to grow. | havas one of six projects to be recognized with its 2003
presented a number of strategic initiatives for 2004 t&ummit Award. The Award is ASAE’s highest honor
the Board, and wanted to share these with you. First,for associations that implement innovative projects to
believe that it is time to review our Strategic Plan, an@nhance American society at the local, state, or nation-
update it to guide our course over the next 5 years. Tgl level.
do this, | will need input from the Fellows of the Conceived and produced by the American
Academy. We will be designing a survey to get yourAssociation for Clinical Chemistry (AACC), Lab
input on your evaluation of NACB products and serv-Tests Online provides descriptions of laboratory tests
ices, and to determine your priorities for use of than simple, easy-to-understand language. Each test page
Academy’s resources. We will be looking at the cur-describes why a test is used, how and when it is used,
rent committee structure, with an eye to possibly revisand what the tests results might mean. Numerous links
ing the by-laws to allow our organizational structure tonelp users find additional related information on the
best meet our needs. We will be looking at possiblgjte or elsewhere on the web.
new venues for presenting our guidelines, including [ a3p Tests Online currently averages more than
this year’s “experiment” with the Beckman confer- 500,000 visits a month and its pages are regularly
ence. Finally, we will be trying to develop closer links 5 ong the top-ranked pages on Internet searches for
with organizations of clinical physicians to identify |aporatory tests and related information. In addition,
new topics for guideline development in the future. | 5, Tests Online is cited multiple times in such impor-

This year will be a time of transition for me in a0t consumer reference works as California’s HMO

other ways as well, as | have announced my intentioguide, NIH’s Medline Plus website, and the Food &
to retire from the VA at the end of 2004. | am excited

| look f qt K ith all of i h While AACC has spearheaded the project since
0Ok forward to working with afl of you overthe nex ifs inception, content development for the site is a col-

Iyebar t? advar(;t_:g th”e science and practice of CIInIC"’\aborative effort that today involves 14 laboratory
aboratory medicine-. associations, including NACB. Members of the asso-

D. RoserT DUFOUR M.D., FACB ciations have also been instrumental in helping to pro-
President Elect mote the site. Lab Tests Online is supported through
sponsorships from corporations in the diagnostics
industry.
AACC received the award at a gala dinner spon-
REMINDER sored by ASAE. Avideo showcasing Lab Tests Online
and AACC's acceptance of the award was pre-record-
N°M|NAT|°NS FOR 2004 ed for the dinner and is available for viewing online:
A request for nominations goes out in http://labtestsonline.org/members/news/031016sum

. mit.html
February. Dr. Larry Demers will be

Nominating Committee Chair in 2004.

NACB NEW & VIEWS ¢ DECEMBER 2003 www.nacb.com Page 3



Advancing Scholarship in Laboratory Medicine

CARDIAC MARKERS:
ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES AND IMPROVING RESULTS

(26th Arnold O. Beckman Conference)
May 21-22, 2004
Hyatt Regency Cambridge, Massachusetts, Sponsored by AACC and NACB

As noted in the last issue of NAQews and Viewshe draft guidelines of the new cardiac marker LMPG
will be presented at the AACC Arnold Beckman Conference scheduled for May 21-22, 2004. Dr. Rob
Christenson, conference chair and chair of the ACS and heart failure LMPG, has invited cardiac experts from sev-
eral different clinical and stakeholder groups to participate in this conference and to provide input into the guide-
lines. Conference attendees will also be given the opportunity to provide feedback on the guidelines, which will
be published after the meeting.

Who Should Attend

This is a must-attend conference for clinicians, laboratorians, and other health care professionals involved
in the diagnosis and treatment of acute coronary syndromes and heart failure who want to hear a comprehensive
review of the most recent guidelines and who have an interest in providing input on the new NACB guidelines
for biochemical markers.

Learning Outcomes:
As a result of attending this conference, participants will have achieved the following learning objectives in
regards to the assessment and care of patients with acute coronary syndromes and heart failure:

* Know the most up-to-date guidelines for diagnosis, risk stratification, and treatment.

« Understand the evidence-based background for the guidelines.

» Understand how the biochemical marker guidelines, when systematically applied, result in improved patient
care and outcomes.

« Be prepared to integrate the guidelines for biochemical markers with other decision-making tools in diagnos-
ing and treating acute coronary syndromes and heart failure.

For conference details and to register, go tavww.aacc.org/meetings/beckman/.

amcc BN
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