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The ninth topic in the discussion series on
NACE's Talwratory Madicine Practice Guidelines
(formerly Standards of Laboratory Practice) will be
“Recommendations for the Use of Laboratory
Tests to Support the Impaired aml Overdosed
Patient from the Emergency Department.”® This
will be addressed in open forum in July at the 20H)1
AACC Annual Mecting in Chicago. The Commitios
is chaired by Alan Wu, PhD, Iartford Iospital, CT,
The committee members include:

Laberarom Toxicologisis!

Lary A. Broussard, PhD, Louisiana State University, LA
Tai . Kwang, PRD, Tniversity of Rochester, NY
Fhomas . Mover, PhD. Mayoe Clinic, N

ahirley L. Welch, PhDd, Kalser Permanente, OR

Medical Toxicologisis/Emereency Physicians:
Robert 5. Hoflinan, MD, Bellevoe Hospital Cender, NY
Charles Mekay, M), Hareford Flospiral, CT

Liehweard Il Chiven, MUY University of Cincinnati, OH
Paul Wax, MDDy, University of Roclhesier, NY

Acfirst draft of the guidelines 15 now available for
open  commentary  on the  NACE  webpage
thitpzffeewwnachoore), Pledse email any comments
directly to the comnuitiees chairman
[awn@harthospoorgy. The  recommendations are
divided inte four major parts.

In Session [ "Recommendalions Tor Drogs
Testing o Support Dmergency  Department
Toxicology," a two-tiered strategy is presented fo
managing cmergeney paticnts with suspecled drug
impairment. A list of recommended star analytes and
reporting twnaround times is provided along with a
discossion of  the need for a  broad-spectrum
comprehensive drg screen panel,

In Session I, "Recommendations on Analytical
Assays and Reporting lssues for Dugs of Abuse
Testing,” the specilications and clinical needs for new

drugs-cd-abuse  lesting aoalytes  are described.
Administrative  issues such as  chain-of custody
documentation, language for reporting screening
results,  need  for conlinnation  analysis,  and
recormmendalions for retention of positive specimens
are covered,

In Session 111, “Recommendations for the
Festing of Ethvl Alcohol and Other Volatiles) is
broken up inle bwo oparls, Parl A& covers Lhe
recommendations made by a Task Torce of the AACC
T Toxicology Division on “Breath  Alcohal
Analysis”” Part B discusses “Recommuen-dalions for
the Testing of Ethyl Aleohol and Other Volatiles.”

Finallv, in Scssion TV, "Recommendations on
Laboratory  Assavs  for  Substance  Abuse  and
Exposure,” the topics addressed include pases,
rawdenticides, heavy moelals, pesticides, and inhalants,

During the AACC forum, commities members
will presenl the recommendalions. after which there
will be extensive panel discussion between presenters
and purticipants, We will attempt o deteoming the
deproe o sceeptance ol hese guidelines.  Clags T
recommendations are those lor which there is
evidence andfor  general  agrecment:  Class I
recommendulions  are lhose for which there 13
conflicting evidence andfor a divergence of opinion
ahout their nsefulnessfcfficacy. hul Tor which (he
weirhl of evidencivopinion is in their favor; Class 111
tecommendations are those tor which there s
evidence and/or genceal apreemoent regarding the lack
of uselulness/efficacy of a given procedure (12).

W are also scheduling sessions with the Society
of Torensic Toxicologists and the American College
of Medical Toxicology., When complaled, o lnal sel
ol moidelines will be submitted for publication.

Contributed by Alan Wea, Pliid, FACH
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Laboratory Medicine Practice
Guidelines (LMPG) Program on
Diabetes at 2000 AACC Meeting
in San Francisco.

‘The dratt of the Diabetes guidelines was presented as an Fidutrak
at the AACC meeting in San Franvisco, The one day program, on July
25, 2000, focused on the analytes currently used in the diagnosis and
management of patents with diabetes mellitus.  In addition, nevwe
analytes and techonelegics thal may lave clinteal value o the Tolure
were considered, The speakers were:

D David Sacks — Brighar and Women's Hospital
antd Harvard Medical School

D Jay MoeDonald — Universite of Alabawia at Birmingham
D David Golidstein — University of Missonr

. Mecl Macl.aren = Cornedl Dniversity

Drr. Marian Parrott — Aeerican fiabeies Assecioalion

Dir. David Bruns — Uadversity of Vieglnio Medical Center

Dir Sacks spoke about the role of =lucose measurement in diabetes,
and included o discussion of self-monitoring. D, McDonald then
adidressed  non- amd  minially-invisive glucose analysis. The
allemoon session commenced with a presentation by D Goldstedn on
the monitoring of patients with diabetes, with the main focus on
glycated hemaoglobing D Kor Micdema pave a overy briel TFCC
perspeclive on olveated hemoslobin,  Dr. MacLaren described the
rale of immuonelogic and genetic testing in diabetes. D, Parrott
Foeused on potentially important analytes such as amylin and leptin,
The progrum ended with a presentation by Dr. Bruns on micro
albuminuria, Each presentation consisted of a 15-20 minute summary
af the proposcd puidehines and the evidenes ased o establish these
vuidelines. Each presentation was followed by a discussion in which
the audience participated. Many pertinent and useful suggestions
wers maks Dy audience members Crom all gver the world, T additden,
many comments and suggestions were submitted in writing following
e AACT meeting.

The guldelines are underzoing revision in response 1o the
numerous suggestions, T'he guidelines will be presented in a paper to
b subiniteed Gor publicalion ancd in s monceraph that is anticipated o
be available by Summer 2001,

Cemiributed by Denvid Sacks, MD, FACH
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President’s Corner

“Together we define our discipline, and
we define the standards by which
we practice that discipline.”

Fellow members of the Academy, as we approach
the e ol the calendar vear, our Board iy preparing to
initiate activities for 2001, Our Academy is a work n
progress, and we continue to look forward 1o many
challenging opportunitics,  Tn 2000, we successfully
increasid the ranks of our Tellows by almost 80 new
members, bringing our total membership to over 450
Fellows. Although this is the highest it has been in
somne: lime, T believe that at present a “perfectly
reasonable size" [or our organization is approximately
#00 Fellows, so we are still short of this desired goal,

In the months ahead, our Academy will need to
deliberate on some very important issucs reparding
our overall Plan, I has been over 3 veurs now since
we developed our Strategic Plan, and although we
huve acted on many of the plan’s inilialives, we now
ned (o revicw our goals and objectives and perhaps
even our overall direction. In view of the rapidly
chunging dynamics of our discipline and Hs practice,
several isstes come o mind: How should we foeus our
activities to hgve the greatest impact on both our
profession and our Fellows? What kinds of progranms
should wi sponsor, develop, or combine with those of
ather organizations? Should we focus on educational
projects exclusively for our Fellows or Tor a brosder
audicnce?  To whal extent should our Academy
participate in policy making forums?  Should our
main emphasis b the science or practice of our
priofession? These are just a few of the issues we will
be discussing in fulure BOD deliberations.  As these
are Prought to the forefron (b leadership will
provide ways both to obtain and 1o contribute
informaon about these questions; please participate.
The agenda Tor the upeoming November conference
call of the BOD will include discussions of lopic areas
for future LMPGs, alternative venues for developing
these poidelines, amd  new  approaches for  their
tinancing and distribution, We will also address the

budget for the coming year and the strengthening our
linancial position, as this was one of the three major
zoals set two vears ago,

1 am looking forward to seeing all of yvou next
summer ol our anmual reunion luncheon during the
AACC Chicago mecting,  Meanwhile, stay in touch
with me. our other Officers and with the BOD
members!

Bst rogards,

Roland Valdes, Ir.
President

Message from Past
President

Dear Fellows,

T will T retiving gt the end of this year and would
like to thank the Academy for all the opportunities it
has prowided for me and our discipline. The Academy
i5 in good health and growing nicely. T encourage
these: who wanl (0 be active in its leadership and
projects to come forward - do not he bashinl o
reticent,  The Academy needs  many  active
participants in order to meet its mission. [ fruly
believe in the Academy and hope to assist n sonie
ways ifter 1 retire.

Myrewn Wirrshaw, PRD, FACE
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Thyroid Monograph
fo be Revised

The NACE monograph on Thyroid, one of our
most  widely  cited  Guidelines(formerly  called
SOLFs) is in the process of being revised, T
Carole Spencer, who was heavily involved in the
thyroid consensus  conference, and D Larry
Demers are coordinating the corrent revision,  This
oceurred because the European Thyroid society was
interested  in expanding  the coverage of the
moneseraph o inchude cther arcas, and in opdating it
to retlect changes that have occwrred since the
monograph was published. Carole hopes to have the
dhrall of the revisions ready Lo post on the NACBE web
site at httpz!/wwwenach.org by the time you receive
this newsletter. We invite all members to review the
currenl drall version, when available on our web sile,
and make suggestions to Carele of Larry, This will
give NACD worldwide visibility and credibality
This ares.

Contributed by Robert Dufour, MD, FACE

—  Treasurer’s Report

= A wo oo o press with this newsleiier,
= our financial condition is good, and we are
~“entering the 4th quarter of the vear within
vt progueeted 20000 budgel, While the recenl
conference on electronic medical records was an
ungualified scientific success, it will not generate
significant profits, Althoogh nol all of the Wallys and
contributions are in vet, it appears that we will break
even or perhaps generate a few thousand dollars profit
from the conferenee. Given thal this is oo bigpeest
finuncial event of the vear, the outcome will likely
imtluence our final 2000 financial performance,

The Mudgetary process foc 2000 is well ander
way, dllhough [ am siill wwailing some eslimates on
both projected revenues and expenses, 'There have
bBeen several positive Nnancial developmments, First,
Charles Hawker was successful in recruiting Abbott
DHagnostics as o permanent sponsor for NAUB's
Grannis Awanld,  Congratulations 1o Charles on his
suceess!  Second, revenue from monograph sales is
significantly higher. This 15 due to the Board of
Dhirectors” decision W raise the monegraph price from

Treasuer’s Report Cont.

=3 o 520 and, interestingly, to the fact that the price
increase: has nod deeressed the number of monographs
sold, Finally, a very successtul membership drive this
vear has increased revenues trom dues significantly.
Tt showeldd bser nerted theat the positive lnancial impact of
thiz will not be limited to the vear 2000, but will
fodlow through o 2001 (since dues are paid every
v,

Contributed by Mike Lefives, PRl PACE

Publication Committee
Report for October, 2000

Dhring the past 18 months of its most recent
reincarnaplion. the Publications Committee  has
cemsidered a nomber of Tegistical questions regarding
Acudemy publications and communications, We are
making progress in several areas;

s Development of editing suidelines for
{uture LMPGs

= Estahlishiment of a defined format for all
luture LMPGy

¢ Developmient and maintenance of the
Academy wehaite

| expect the development activities above to he
commpleted intha nest 6 months, Already Gnaliced ac
the details of a new price list for LMPGs. We have
abso established o liaison between the Publications
Corrnattes and  he Boand of Fdiors of Clinical
Laboratory News: Tim Miller will serve in this
cupacity for the next two vears,

The current committee is comprised of six
members: Bob Elser (Chair), John Sherwin, Myron
Warshaw, Mils Poerson, Tim Miller, Jerry Yoo, and Don
Parker. Bob and Myron will be leaving the committec
because of retirement, and Jobhn and Don o will e
rolating T the committee, 15 there are any Academy
members who would like 1o be considered for
membership on the commitiee, please contact Bob
Elser al relser®@ wellspan.org or 717-831-2349.

Crmtributed by Bok Elser, PRI, FACE
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Call for Nominations

2000 Alvin Dubin Award

L

T2 Roher Dufour, M, BACE, reeeived the Alvin Dhbin Awand Tor
drstimgnnshed contributions w the discipline of clinical biochemizry a
the San Francisen 2000 Anonal Meeting, {1 Th Fu The Do Conre

L Wuldes),

‘The Awards Committee is seeking nominations
bor the MACE anmial awards to be presented af the
2001 meeting in Chicago.  As in past vears, throe
aveards will be presented in recognition of those who
made and continge W make oulstanding contributions
Liy the Geld of elinical biochemistry. The commitiee is
asking for vour help in identifving candidates whao are
worthy of recognition.  Previous award winners arc
listed on the NACB website httpe/fswwonachaony.
The awards and selection coiterin are as Tollows:

The Professor Alvin Dubin Award (sponsored
by Abbofl Diagnostics). For distinguished contr-
butions to the discipline and practice of clinical
biochemistry, This award is named in honor of the
late Academy member who contributed sipnilicanily
ta the development of NACE, The award recosnizes
a current or past member of the Academy who has
made noteworthy advances enhancing the mission
and stature of NACB,

Mational Academy Distingnished Scientist
Award (sponsor still being secured al press lime),
For outstanding research advances in the field of
climical biochemistry.  This award is ziven to
individual who has made signilicant contribution to
the knowledge of biochemistry of disease or 1o
discoveries of fandamental importance in the use of
clinieal chemistry lechnigues, instrumentation, or in
the  application o the  principles  of  clinical
biochemistry.

Nominations are now being solicited for NACR's
two annual avwards listed above. Nominalions are due
by January 1, 2001, Please submil your nominations
1o the Awards Chair;

Paul C. Fu, Ph.D., FACE

Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
Box 12, Harbor UCLA Medical Center

1000 W, Carson Street

Torrance, CA Q(kE00

Telephone: 3102222245

Fax: 210-T83-0330

George Grannis Award for Excellence in
Research and Scientific Publication. This award
consists of a plague and a 51000 cash award. Al
current and past students in undergraduate, gradoate.
ar postdoctoral clinical chemisity lraining programs
whowaere enrelled From Tanuary 1. 1998 o December
31,2000 will be considered candidates for this award.
The student must have published a paper indexed in
Index Medicus during this same time perind. Names
of students from ComACC-aceredited programs may
be submitted by the program dircctor. Names of
students from  non-ComACC-neeredited  programs
may be submitted by their mentors, ComACC will
make nominalions o the NACE Awards Committee
based on o review of published papers. The NACB
Awards Committee will select the awardee based on
the most ouwstanding published scientific paper.
Forward names of students 10 ComACC Prosident Die,
Alan Wu at awui@harthosp.org by December 5,
2000 feor consideration Tor the Grannis Award.

_Distinguished Scientist Award

SEATIAT
AETALI
LI

Elelthuries B Drammandss, MU, P, FACE reccived the Distinguished
Soientist Avard at San Francizoo 2000 Annal Meeone (l-r D
Saldes, e Erigmandis, D o
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Membership and Governance Committee

B s imcderl o ploasure e congratulale and weleomes these new Fellows o the Academy. Those admitted as
tellows are entitled to use the designation “Fellow of the Academy of Clinical Biochemistey™ and the inidals “FACE"
as appropriate for professional activities,

The new Fellows are: : oy it
: Follawing is a summsary of owe membership for the
Hassan Molhanmmed Fl-Said Avzacy, Phl). vbar 2000;

Lawrence VWade Dond, Phl).

Peter Ping-Jen Chon, Phik Hunuveary Follines 5
Robert Hutton Christenson, Phik Fimeritiis Fellaws a0
George Bahiro haudolo, IPhi), Asanciate Dellows B
Chul Lee, Phik Foellows 56
Lokinendi ¥. Kao, Phid,

Miama Thop Sall, M., TOITAL 46D

Andtre dame Valepin, Fild. Contributed by Anifiony O Olorodudu, PRD., FACE

NACB Election Results 2000*

Atotal ol 219 hallons were relorned.. The Tollvadng ofTicers were elected:

President-Elect: Nominating Committee: B ¥ ;

e i oard of Directors:

E - Michael Pader, PhD (2001-2002) K. Owen Ash, PAD (2001:2002) Jubin Sherwin, FhD (2001-2003)
Secritary: Steplen Kalm, BOD (200 1-2002) ames Nichals. PRD (20012003
Dayiu Koch, PHID (2001-2003) Myron Warshaw, PhD (2001 2002) fueev-Hishols, FRENEUSS00 |

Mate:  Some members did not vote for the full number of candidates for each affice. There were eiglt Bylaws
changes recommended by the Boand. These were voted in greages of Tour, aml all changes were approved.
Contribmted by Barbora M. Goldsmith, PAD., FACE

FIRST CLASS MATL
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